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Beneflts and Challenges of Halku to Japanese EFL High Schools

Thc bencflt of applying haiku to L2 cducation is for thc students to use thcir

cxisting linguistic and cultural knowledge.E)iffcrcnt froln、 ～
Titing papcrs in]English,the

naturc of haiku such as brevity, sin■ plicity or easincss can dccrease thcir anxicty of

using English and incrcasc thcir confldence in、～
Titing in the targct language.Acquiring

vocabulary in tcrlns of phonics is anothcr beneflt of using haiku. This aspcct of

languagc lcaming deals、 vith thc issuc in which the students sillnply mcmorize lcxical

itcms and instead, studcnts can gain a、 varcncss of thc syllablcs and accents of

vocabulav items in the process of composing L2 haiku.

More importantly,using haiku cnables the students to、 、Υite somcthing rclcvant to

their own rcal― life cxpericnce(Iida,2010).Doing so a1lows for a grcatcr understanding

ofthe conccpt of voicc in、 vriting.1」 sing haiku opcns thc possibility for the students to

usc thc targct languagc to exprcss、 vhat they want to say.「 Fhis approach is efacient t。

dcvclop thcir communication skills by shifting thc focus lnorc on output than input.

Thc challcngc of using haiku in Japancsc high schools is ho、 v to maintain a

balance betwccn grammatical accuracy and communicativc nuency. Japancsc high

school studcnts are rcquired to use English grammar accuratcly,、 vhich leads to passing

thc entrancc exanlinations. On thc other hand, tcachers arc expectcd to dcvelop the

students'collninunication skills undcr thc educational systclln,which is thc main goal of

ELT in Japan.Thcre still exists the roolln to use L2 haiku in high school cducation,but

Japancsc EFL tcachcrs necd to ncgotiate the食 )1lowing elcmcnts: goals of thc coursc;

purposes of using thc literary gellrc; students' nccds;alld tcachers' beliefs.ヽ Vith this

negotiation,thcy should inake dccisions of、vhcn and ho、 v to usc haiku in class.

Conclusion
Thc discussion of using a literary gc－ c in EFL contexts is not whcthcr it should

be used but how to usc it(Iida&Ittima,in press).POCtry writing involvcs the、 可iter's

rcncctivc and linguistic ncgotiation conceming his or her cxpcriencc(HanauCr,2010)

and halku is not the cxception lor this.As discussed in this papcr,L2haiku composition

puts the writcr at the ccnter in language lcaming and a1lows students to raise a、 vareness

of voicc in、vriting.The usc of haiku、 vill bc all effectivc leaming approach to devclop

writtcn conllnunication skills for」 apancse EFL high school studcnts by going bcyond

the pcrspcctive oflcaming English for college entrancc cxaminations.
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